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was read yue and the name was probably something like
Yumadha. Our author in this passage uses the mode of
description which is supposed to indicate that he is giving
a second-hand report not the result of a personal visit.
But we know from the Life that the pilgrim did go to
this country at the pressing invitation of its king who
shewed him great kindness.

To the south-west [of Yue-mei-Pe] was the Hu-skih-kan country.
This was above 500 li long and above 1000 li broad, and its
capital was above 20 li in circuit: it had many hills and vales
and yielded good horses.

This country, according to the T'ang-Shu, extended on
the south-east to Bamian. M. Saint Martin thinks that
the Hu-slnli-kan of this passage may be the district called
by the Persians JusMn which was "entre Balkh et le
district de Merou-er-Roud". The pilgrim made a short
visit to this country also, we learn from the Life.1

North-west [from Hu-shih-kan] was Ta-la-kan. This country
was above 500 li long by 50 or 60 li wide, and its capital was
more than ten li in circuit, on the west it adjoined Po-la-ssit
(Persia).

M. Saint-Martin thinks that this name Ta-la-kan "nous
conduit indubitalement a la Talekan du Grhardjistan, ville
situee a trois petites journees au-dessus de Merou-er-B,oud,
dans la direction de Herat."2 The name which he has
here transcribed may have been Talakan or Tarkan, but
it is not likely that the characters were used to represent
a word like Talikan or Talekan.

The pilgrim now resumes his journey towards India.

3?rom Balkh he went south more than 100 li to Kie(Ka)-chik.
This country was above 500 li long and 300 li wide, and its
capital was five or six li in circuit. It was a very stony, hilly
country with few fruits and flowers but much pulse and wheat;
the climate was very cold; the people's ways were hard and
brusque. There were more than ten monasteries with 300
Brethren all attached to the Sarvastivadin school of the "Small
Yehicle" system.
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